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CRITICAL REVIEWS
OF THE SEASON'S

LATEST BOOKS
A Collection of Conrad Stories Zane Grey's Tale of

an Outlaw A Charming, Determined Heroine.

A Canadian Love Story in Moving Picture Tone Odd
Ways of a Philadelphia Suburb A Rural Hero.

An Important Legal History A Cosmopolite's Study
of the Americans and the English Other Books.

of ehort stories by Joseph Conrad
Included I" "A Spl of Slx" Doubleday,

face anil Company), ono only, we aro
!,'(!, hn hcen printed previously In this
rouritn- This I II"! lonRest, now called

The nnel." In which the author trlM

ft hnnrt At humor nnd sentiment very
successfully. The stm-lo- first appeared

In KncUnd "lx lws nK: tnc" are not
cheerful talcs, that no one expects from
Mr Conrad, but all are excttlnR nnd all

urn on queer characters. In "Tho
nrute." the slnitle pea tale. It Is a ship!

In two others they are anarchlats. The
jaM ,tnry has a vivid picture, of a Nea-

politan malefactor. If tho Italian lan-

guage is rut her maltreated. In the first
ftory. '(J.ispar Itulz," which la less per-

fect In composition, perhaps, than the
ethers, the author Havrns less restrained
nnd allows his hero nnd tho narrator to

re more human. In power nnd as liter-

ature the stories are far above the com-

mon run of mnRiizIno stories nnd nil

who ndmiro Mr. Conrad's prcat talent
will wish to rend them,

The first portion of e Grey's "The
I.ne Star Hanuer" (Hnrpcrs), while tho
hern is a hunted outlaw, la strlklnRly
erls.nal and well done. The Idea of a
hereditary obsession to kill Is rather
startling and doew not become much more

ja!atable In that the Instinct Is always
d.rei ted asalnst bad men. Wo can sym-

pathize with tho desiro of tho com-
munity to rid Itself of an nvetiBltiB
incel. However, the lonely wnnderlnBH
of the outcast with every man's hand
againat hlm uro depleted vividly nnd
picturesquely, so that every small boy
will enrn to Imltnte him. With the
jnuns man's adherence to the side of
the law and his Joining the rancors, tho
etorj . while contlnulnB to bo extremely
rxcltinz. becomes loss artistic nnd turns
more to commonplace melodrama.
Thoiieh the periol Is that of the not re-

mote pant, Texas Is apparently no lonfitr
the paradise of bad mon who are expert
wttii their revolvers, though the author

us that tlrvre Is still abundant
cpp. rtuu.ty for the ndventurous on tho
T' ii.i border.

In into of her extraordinary behavior
It j un extremely charmliiR and likable
tern i.'- tuat Mr, lialllle Reynolds Blves
i.k .n The Cost of a Promise" (George
11. Olid romp-any)- . The plot is rather i
abmiu. out it will keep the reader In
WcMeil and sotnt' portions are extremely
we, ilui-.e-

. We first meet her as n sensit-

ive anil romantic little ulrl, too young
c t imbued by nnarchlst Ideas. w

mat Improbability, however, the
nunmr in which her susceptibilities are
r. ! iipmi till she t keyed up to te

u crimo of violence seems nnt-ur.- it

Sat. fortunately fulls, nntl wo take
i j jmj. over many years to find her a
rrnun youiiit woman, determined to
hae the suffrage. The account of the
breaking up of the political meetlnR Is
lip.ial. After that tho story luckily
urn away from the woman question.

We ore not much lnipreseti by her
uruBcl" with the heredity theory, nor
luth t'i peotle who arc affected by It,
and are pleared to have her exhibit at
tie end the marked Bood senso that has
ihattutenzed her throughout, so that
the. younB man who lovoi her Is allowed
the ehanco to do what Is required of him.

We fenr that the publisher's statement
that Jitmcs Oliver Curwood "la probably
fie hiRhest paid writer of (scenarios for
movinsr pictures In tho country" may
have Influenccil us In readlns "Ood's
Country--an-d tho Woman" (Doubleday,
Ilfe and Company). The successive
chapters present themiclve ns scenes
rr.iniced for tho camera, till wo reach

'he rather confusing conclusion. Up to
Iat readers will recognize that th all-'h-

can only mean the Canadlnn back-
woods Tho hero, on his way back to
c.Ml.r-itio- n, after four yearn spent on
the An-it- coast. meelM a solitary youiiff
woman hundreds of miles from any bab-
ul ion. falls In love, with her und

h.niet-l- f at onre. Hho allows him
to an urnpjiiy her after ho promises to
t 'ier without nklnB any qtles-- t
on. and tells him that ho must pre-t'n- u

in ho her husband under un
name. This keeps the hero and

the rra'ler perplexed throiiRh a series of
Mrai.u'e and exciting adventures. Tho
lene m.iinnR is pretty, tho hero's faith
n tnnrti'iiuuH, tho comforts to be found
'n ttie wilderness aro extraordinary.
The outdoor llfo Is plcturesquo nnd tho'rrr "ine i.s attractive. When tho eecrct

r vra'ml it Is extremely unpleasant.
seems pretty childish and

the Mv.ice conclusion Is decidedly In the
ni" i picture tone. It Is fortunately
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very short and the lovers remain united
of course.

The ways of I'hlladelphlsJna even
when they live In the suburbs arc odd,
if wo may believe nichardson Wright
In "Tho Opon Door" (McUrlde, Nast and
Company). Thla tolls of a strangely
sociable recluse nnd the queer company
sho Bathers under her roof nnd of theannoyance of her Inquisitive neighbors.
Tho recluse Is amuslns at first, nnd even
after sho has been conventional remains
attractive; she tells tho story of thocause of her retirement with artistic
brevity. The small boy sho takes up Is
a ftno fellow; his disillusion at the end
vulgarizes the whole irtory. Tho pain-
ful revelation of tho Itevolutlonary an-
cestor's shortcomings Is funny, cvon If
the Joke Is mtvle too elaborate. Thero
Is good material In the book and much
thnt should have been left out.

Tho praises of "Farmer Dlbblns"
(nichnrd G. iladger, IJoston) and his
estimable wlfo aro sounded from

to end of his book by Hypkln
Brown, so that tho reader will bo
puzzled to understand the animosity of
the surrounding farmers to persons of
such excellent qualities and remarkable
sense. In spite of the melodramatic
happenings nnd the speeches of their
comical friend the reader will be pleased
that they como out all right and suc-
ceed In establishing the creamery they
have planned.

HISTORY AND LAW.
The editors of the "Continental Legal

History" series published by Little.
Drown nnd Company are rendering a
great service to tho body of advanced
students of history, as well as to law-
yers who have a broader Interest In
their profession than the merely prac-
tical, by having thoroughly useful man-ua- ls

of the Important branches of for-
eign law translated Into English and
brought within reach of Americans. A
Interesting and valuable a volume as

IS
K. Temple Thurston's story of

(D. Appleton and Com
concludes the history

of Dicky Kurlong, tho young artist who
painted meanings. It describes his grief
ror the death of his wife. Constance.
Dicky's grief did not express Itself In
conventional was. It was frankly
truthful, like his pictures. He came
upon the undertaker's men as they
were enjoying with suppressed merri-
ment a story that one of them was
telling. He stopped befora them In tho
narrow hallway, gazed nt them with
tierce contempt, addressed to them the
flrst words he had uttered In three
days. "You bloody fools," he a1U as
they stood serious, wrapped rmruln in
their professional manner, "why don't
you go on With your laughing? Do
you think It does any good to us to see
you with your faces pulled out long?
Whnt's our Joke?" He Insisted on
hearing the Btory. and when It was
told (rather haltingly, of course, for
stories cannot be told well under such

he said, "Yes, damned
funny!" and strode on upstairs.

The funeral procession to Kensal
Green Is described. Mrs. Ualdwln, Con-
stancy's mother, noticed that one of
the horses attached to tho chief
mourner's carriage was not pure black.
It nppeaVs thnt the undertaker had
made some concessions In the particular
of this horse, but thnt he had not been
entirely Ingenuous. He had admitted
that tho horse would not have a long
mane or a long tall, and becauso of
this deficiency had taken Ave shillings
off the bill; but certainly the

had been that It should bo a
black horse, and now Mr.i. Ualdwln folt
strongly thnt tho bill should have been
reduced by ten shillings, since the
animal plainly was no more than brown,
'"Taln't a proper funeral 'orse nt all,"
said Mrs. .lbb, the print seller's wife;
sho was the warm hearted lady who
was puzzled to know what might have
been the subject of Dicky's picture of
Westminster ltrldge a plotureT thnt
conveyed tho meaning of tho bridge,
not Its mere obvious nspect.

Picky went home to this father's
mill, and then.- - n.et Mrs. Flint, who had
been taken In as to his
father. The ngo of Mrs. KHnt was 2K;

she was good looking, nt
once nffectlonato nnd strong In char-
acter. film brought up Dicky's tea
before he ns out of bed In the morning.
She understood his p'rtures; was re.
sponsive to his nrtlsllo temperament.
She bought a little lend tube of lip
mlve nt tho druggist's, Tills salve
had n red coloring. It gnve a glow to
t ho lips; made them alluring. HhnuM
she nso this salve; put on this wnrm

Mrs. Kllnt battled with
tho feminine Instinct to bo provocative.
She confessed her love to Dicky, but
they were loth well controlled, Dicky's
father wns rendered only slightly
Jealous, and Dicky went back In Lon-
don,

Dicky's to Mrs. Flint re-
garding his hnhlls In nrt will be noticed,
He told her of his perceptions, Trees to
him were not merely trees, In the oak
tree ho saw a giant. In the elm tree a
ploughman, In the poplar tree a prln-ces.- i.

What ho saw ho painted. There
In his painted trees wns tho meaning
nlways for thnsn who had eyes. On a
sunny day In summer the poplar tren
princess put on nil her Jowels; Inc-
identally tho bncks of the. leaves glittered
In tho breeze. In n storm, beaten hy
wind nnd rain, this princess was still
lovely; her hair blow loose, her wklrts
blow in around her. The old ploughman i

of the elm stood watching her -- and no
wonder. In all Ulcky'a pictures his
poplars were princesses with gosmimer
gowns; his elms were ploughmen nobly
bent nnd harmonized with their cisentlal
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DICKY FURLONG'S STORY
BROUGHT TO AN END
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they aro likely to turn out Is "A History
of Krone h Public Law," by Jean Drls- -
saud, translated by l'rof. James W.
Garner, Tho author combined tho Ger-
man accuracy and mothod In liiveAtlga- -
,tlon with Kronen clearness, as did sev
eral Krunch scholars of his generation,
a hopeful Intellectual development that
was checked by tho wnr of 1870. Ho
has given In this book nn account of the
Institutions as well as of tho laws thnt
havo prevailed on Gallic soil, under tho
Romans, under tho Kranks. under the
feudal system, under the absolute mon
archy nnd under Napoleon, Institutions
that In one form or another survive or
have left their Impress on the Kronen
life of to-da- The .book Is by no means
llBht reading, but It will enable the
student really to understand Krnnco
and Krench hlslory, which he Is not
likely to do by merely peruslnc tho pop
ular narrative histories.

The full official account of the cele-
bration of "The Klftlelh Anniversary
of the Hattle of Gettysburg" last sum-m-

la Issued by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Hnrrlsburg, Pa. H con
tains the description of nil the functions
mm.i . V, I . . I

17?,T " 'L?" r'T.',v "

soil; his oaks were giants wielding clubs,
his flr trees knights with plumes you
could hear tho Jingle of the armor of
these knights ns they rode In straight
and gallant lines. Very likely Mrs.
NIbbs would have failed to understand
these glorified trees; the good. old soul
had her limitations.

It wns Mrs. Nlbhs who couldn't be
sure that ono of tho figures In Dicky's
picture of "The Mushroom Gatherers"
had his shoes wet through- - this because
tho feet of the figure could not be seen,
being concealed In the long grass.
"Look nt the slfte of that man wet
through!" cried Ulcky, nnd rimple Mrs.
Nlbbs retorted: "You can't see 'Is
shoes." nut Dicky could see them; h
could sen the mushrooms In the mar, s
basket, though ho had not painted them.
Mr. nan on insigiu wiin ne iuum

.not explain, lie iiiuriinnvu in- - name
Duerer nnd declared that "The Mush-
room Ontherers" was a htonmln' miracle.

The account of Dicky's ten day asso-

ciation with Kanny Cornlh, the nttrnc-tlv- e

shopgirl, will Interest the reader.
The remarkable self-contr- of Dicky Is
hero again established. He did not, In-

deed, have all kinds or self-contr- His
Interference with the man who forced
a reluctant puppy dog to Jump Into the
water was disastrous to Dicky; the man
knew how to box, and Dicky had neg-
lected the manly art. There was con-

solation doubtless In tho fame following
upon his portrait of Fnnny Cornish,
which, refused by the Itoynl Academy,
wns tho picture of the year In the Pnrls
Balon. A wonderful note of green dis-

tinguished this picture; flecks of green
deposited unerringly 'hy genius upon
Fanny's nock and wrist secured the l

grent frlumph by providing nn "Inscru-- I
tnble something." In order thnt there,
may bo no misunderstanding, let un point
the fling at the Itoynl Academy. It was
a dull old concern. It did not under- -

stand green, could not see the. Inscru-- I
(),),,

.nieitv tr,.v..lle,i Hi- -
ilescrlned. He had passed the phase of
wanting to look like un artist He was
healthy and robust, with excellent shoul- -
ders. In Athens ho was sent to Jail for
n week for benting a man who had been
cruel to his how. In .Naples ho mixed
up In a brawl with sailor and got a j

knife In his shoulder. Iteturnlng to
England ho paid off his father's debts
nnd painted a picture called "The Meet-
ing of the Creditors." This wns not a
picture of portraits; it was not n pic-
ture in the microscopic fashion of Slac-lU- e;

It was simply n picture of faces
expressing greed, Thlt picture now
hangs In n gallery in tho north of ICng-lnn- d;

If creditors will study It it will do
them good. It was shortly after this
that Ulcky fell In with the I.ady Dlnnn
Chnrterls.

Iady Ulann, artistically sensitive nnd
comprehending though she wns, wns let's
scrupulous tlyin Ulcky. It wos well that
his well touted powers of
should havo confronted her weak In-

clination. Hy the merest accident wns it
brought about that Ulcky was moved to
kill Lord Kreddy. Ulnna's husband, hy
striking hlm on tho neck with n

Two friendly Incnndlnrles seemed
to havo shielded Ulcky effectually. Lady
Ulana burned his telltale pocket hand-
kerchief, found by her under the slain
man's xhnulder, nnd Mrs. Kllnt burned
his dressing gown, which had blond on
ttio sleove, Nevertheless tho police
came for Ulcky Just as ho had finished
his grent picture cnlled "Homnnce," and
at the Inst v.n llud him holding In Ins
'mnu a vial or poison, winch we Know

(he will take. "Thero Was his work- -
none." says tne story in its final word.
Hut this Is small compensation, and It Is
our feeling that this stern taking off of
Ulcky was absurdly unnecessary.
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better Idea of what occurred Is im-
parted by the many line photographs,
some of extraordinary size, showing the
buildings, the country and tho partici-
pants, especially groups of the blue nnd
the gray. Tho Inscriptions on these aro
far from formal.

A .Magyar In origin. If we are not
Hll.tnl-...- , .. tthl.l.l. I.I (.. I.l..h,,i-iii-- ,i i.intnii ii u nil-m- i in iiiiiih- -

Harvard professor of French
iliirlriL- - mnnv inr. nt III. lalw.ru li-r- f

Krederlc Cesar de Sumlchrast In his
Kngllsh retirement nt Knllng" feels cos-
mopolitan enough to Jndgo "Americans
and tho lirltons" (Appletons), a 1 ok
completed fortunntely before war wns
proclaimed. As measured by the Ilrlt-Is- h

standards which ho has adopted he
finds that the Americans among whom
he lived so long aro deficient In man-
ners, worshippers of money alwve all
things, regardless of marriage and fam-
ily ties, destitute of art nnd so on. He
dislikes the press, the Government and
many other thine. Me exnrnsses more
IKilltely nnd with moro condescending
excuses much the same sentiments that
the early Kngllsh travellers felt for the
t'nltid Htntes. Yet Prof, de Sumlchrnst
hnd the advantage of seeing closely and
fur many years the culture of Cam-
bridge and of Huston.

The Imperialistic views 'of Mr Will-la- m

I). Hoycn of Chicago are intlmuted
In tho title of his record of travel,ll...l 13....... ...1 I ,.H.l . .1

.. , , M v d ,

rh ,,,, vMM accom
,)y I(n etTprli cawerai AftUa, Hawaii,
,ne ,.h,)lln,.8i GlIami j.orto Uco nml
tho Canal Zone, which he calls colo-

nies. Also Cuba, Sunto Domingo nnd
llaytl, which he makes out to be de-
pendencies. In nil these places he has
seen many things pf Interest and for
all of them he has formed opinions, vig-
orously expressed, ns to how they
should be treated by the I'nlted States.

LINGARD'S ENGLAND.
In the! days of specialization, whtn

historical students aro content to pre-

sent the outcome of their Investigations
piecemeal after the model of doctor dis-

sertations, nn evtimablo but nut en-
thralling fori . of literature, tho old time
histories, In which scholars offered the
fruit of their study and thought "n
worthy language thnt might inspire,
have been rather lost sight of. Yet,
somehow, OlbtHin, Hume, Prescott, Mot.
ley. Parltman have nn attraction that
''von Mr. Freeman or S. It. (Jardinar
win to lack; they nre readable ami
arouse enthusiasm. The same holdi
'rUR of I)r Jon" I'l"Krd's "History of
HnBhim!." a noble book, which we nre
f'91' I1I1im1 In a new edition
In ten volumes, with a supplementary
volume by Hllalre Itelloc, by the Catho.

' lT,.y "L VHSiWt..
u i.uip,..'. lUIIIUIIV, uui iir

was een mure a historian and cx- -
tremely lmpirtl.il. For half a century
.,...i,, e i,i,,.. ,e..,.i .i..i- - .....
,,,., , ,,, volumes when they needed
a Kner.i history of Kngland. He
wrote the Kngllsh of tho best period of
the nineteenth century. His work Is
presented In theso volumes as he wroto
It. He ended with the coming of Will-lii- m

and Mary. The narration of the
history of the subsequent years has
been entrusted to Mr. Hilalro Helloc,
whose multifarious literary Activities
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almost equal thoe of the late Andrew
Lang. He Is a modern and has done hll
best, tho result being a Very satisfactory
compendium In which he has held In
view the standards set for him by Lln-gnr- d.

What matters Is that Llngard's
Hlilory Is made accessible to the gen-
eral reader once more.

OTHER BOOKS.
An account of her exertions In Induc-

ing tho Legislature of Indiana to pass
the housing bill Is given by Mrs. Albion
Fellows Bacon In "llcauty for Ashes"
(Dodd. Mead and Company). Bhe pre-
cedes It with some explanations about
herself, the life sho led before she be-
came Interested In social work, tho
mnnner In which her Interest was
aroused and the conditions she found In
the town sho lived In when once she set
to work. She seems to have been a de-

termined, active woman whom few
could resist when she had taken a mat-
ter In hand, and this preliminary his-

tory throws much light on tho psy-

chology of one ndmlred type of Amer-
ican woman. Not the least enlighten-
ing factor In this Is the statement about
her physical and mental condition when
sho was first aroused to the need of
Improvement. 8 he soon discovered that
slums existed In Indiana nnd In her own
town nnd that If they were to be elimi-
nated the law muat come to her atd.
Her fight to secure that aid Is another
Illuminating chapter on American life.
She has chosen rather flamboyant tills
for her book and Its subdivisions, but in
her text is noticeably free from egotism.

The autobiography of a horse, "Don
His Ilecolleotlons," by Wlllard A. Paul

M. D. (The American Humane Kduca- -

liuii tsociety, tsoston;, tnougn it iouows
the fashion of books of Us kind In ex
pressing to some degree the emotions
that arc lielleved to affect horses and
other animals, serves much more to
record Incidents In the life of the
horse's master to which he attaches
Importance: and to stnte his views on
many subjects, Including, of course, the
treatment of unlmiils.

In "Itecollectlons of a Violinist." by
William Michael Qulrke (William Davl- -
son nnd Hons, London), a favorite con-
cert player In Oreal llrltaln, musicians
play but n small part. The anecdotes
tho nuthor relates are nearly all hear-
say and what he has to sny of colebrl-tie- s

Is not very Important. British
humor sometimes Is not to be under-
stood by Americans. The greater por-
tion of the volume, however. Is devoted
to pleasant sketches from life nnd
memories with but a slight personal
element. These nre written genially
and are enjoyable.

Whnt the anrlnlnirlr.il vnlua nt "Thm
Olher Kind of Olrl" (U, W. H.tebsch,
;ew iorK) may ue, we nre unable to
make out. It purports to be the review
of her life by a woman who has been
n street walker and Is on her death
bed. It Is realistic In that the woman
Is made as uninteresting as the life
she has led, It Is probably true that

lrln Tnlib 'Tluaa Away." i

When lrvln Cobb Will queatlnned regard-
ing hla methoda the other day ha made the
following admlaalnna:

"I plug away at Ihe machine about four
houra a day If I turn out ?.t9D woHa In.
that time I reel good about It. I fa n't
daah oft amrr, I gueaa ih guya who talk
about dnahlng off a maalerplece don't daah
more than nn Inch at a time.

".Vewpaper training la good In one way
II brluga eaperlance lo a fiction writer

liUr and quicker lhan any other occupa-
tion. It's bad tn another way. for It tenda
to mo much apeed In writing and tpo much
careleanea of the finer polnla.

"I win once a 5,000 word man, t could
write t.000 worda about a cat fight, kut I
couldn't write mora than MOO worda about
tha combined tragedlea of all (he varlouai
worlda. Nn auhject or plot could wring
more than 6.000 wonla out ot me. Then It
happened that Dire Clrcumatancea forced
ma lo write a page atory about tha develop,
mtnt of a mining camp In Kentucky It
had In lie 1(1,000 worda long Juat had to
ba, Ho I wrote 10,000 worda, and now
could "rite 10,000 worda about eating a
bag of peantile but I won't."

Haw Novella Turne.1 I1ay right.
Jean Wehaler with her dramatlaatlon

of "Daddy Long-I.ega- " haa dlaprored tha
rule that novellali are bad playarUhla.
For many yean, while aha hat baen writing
navela, aha haa bean quietly aluilylng dra-

matic craftamanalilp.
She haa atudled and analysed earefully

hundred! of dramai. Whenever It waa pof.
albla to aea tha production of a play wnlch
ahe had read aha flret gained a thorough
knowledge of the llnea and evolved m.iK
Inary atage dlrectlona to 111 the alttiatlona,
then compared Jier own Inenperlrncecl Ideaa
with thf ftnlahed work on the atage. Mlaa

Wehaler waa alnaya certain that at aoma
time eha 0uld write a auofeaaftil drama,
but ahe waa quite unwilling to leave It
to rhanca,

Mlaa Webater la u graduate of Vaaear.
I and a grnndnlece of Mark Twain. liar

mother la Ihe only peraon now living who
j knew Ihe great humorlat Intimately,

Thla Novellat "Cilia Down Ktpenaee."
u I tj- -r I Fnotner, author of "Tha Sealed

Valley." haa taken u alUdln nn Fnurienln
afreet, whera he la hard at work en a i

noal. It la a large, bare room, II nnl
furniture a labia lo write at, a eoucn lo

think on, a coal grata to kaep warm at, and
n dlatant view of the Wnolworlh llulldlng.
Mr Footner haa litlarealllK ttliorlu about

ir

"The most important lesson for
the United States to learn from
the present war is the vital need
that it shall at once take steps to
prepare.' From the foreword of
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some women go to t'.io bad from mere
Inertia, as sho does, but while It Is con-

ceivable thnt, from her story, she might
more than once have been saved to
conventional respectability, It is dim-cu- lt

to see how her nature, which is
neither good nor bad, could have boon
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